The IB Diploma Programme

The Diploma Programme: preparing students for success in higher education and life in a
global society.

What is the Diploma Programme?

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) is an academically challenging and balanced programme of

education with final examinations that prepares students, aged 16 to 19, for success at university and
life beyond. It has been designed to address the intellectual, social, emotional and physical well-being
of students. The programme, has gained recognition and respect from the world’s leading universities.

The Diploma Programme prepares students for effective participation in a rapidly evolving and
increasingly global society as they:

develop physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically
acquire breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, studying courses from 6 subject
groups

develop the skills and a positive attitude toward learning that will prepare them for higher education



strands of CAS enhance students’ personal and interpersonal development through experiential

learning and enable journeys of self-discovery.

The curriculum

IB Diploma Programme students must choose one subject from each of five groups (1 to 5), ensuring
breadth of knowledge and understanding in their best language, additional language(s), the social
sciences, the experimental sciences and mathematics. Student may choose either an arts subject
from group 6, or a second subject from groups 1 to 5.

Assessment

Students take written examinations at the end of the programme, which are marked by external IB
examiners. Students also complete assessment tasks in the school, which are either initially marked
by teachers and then moderated by external moderators or sent directly to external examiners.

The marks awarded for each course range from 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest). Students can also be
awarded up to three additional points for their combined results on theory of knowledge and the
extended essay. The diploma is awarded to students who gain at least 24 points, subject to certain
minimum levels of performance across the whole programme and to satisfactory participation in the
creativity, action, service requirement. The highest total that a Diploma Programme student can be
awarded is 45 points.

Assessment is criterion-related, which means student performance is measured against pre-specified
assessment criteria based on the aims and objectives of each subject curriculum, rather than the
performance of other students taking the same ex



